THE LECOMPTON FIGHT                  81

should not oppose their appointments, and will give you any-
thing.

The foregoing letter betokens a sudden change of mind
in administration circles at Washington, as is evidenced
by the following communication which Trumbull had re-
ceived from one of his constituents a few weeks earlier:

B. Werner, Caseyville, January 4, refers to a former letter
enclosing a petition for the establishment of a post-office at
Caseyville. Hearing nothing of the matter, he went to see
Mr. Armstrong, the postmaster at St. Louis, narrated the facts,
and asked whether any order had been received by him respect-
ing it. "He asked me to whom I had sent the petition. I told
him to you. He replied if I had sent the petition to Robert
Smith (Dem, M.C.) the matter would have been attended to,
but as Mr. Trumbull was a Black Republican, the department
would not pay any attention to it."

On the 2d of February, 1858, President Buchanan sent
a special message to Congress with a copy of the Lecomp-
ton Constitution, and recommended that Kansas be ad-
mitted to the Union as a state under it. In this message
he made reference to the Dred Scott decision, which had
been pronounced by the Supreme Court in the previous
March. On this point the message said:

It has been solemnly adjudged by the highest tribunal
known to our laws that slavery exists in Kansas by virtue of
the Constitution of the United States. Kansas is, therefore, at
this moment as much a slave state as Georgia, or South Caro-
lina.

Trumbull made a speech on the special message as soon
as the reading of it was finished by the secretary. He re-
viewed the action of Governor Walker, which, in the
beginning, had been avowedly taken with the view of cre-
ating and promoting a Free State Democratic party in
Kansas, to which end he had made use of the soldiers
placed at his disposal by the President. That this was of the state is a problem which those,
